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Manuchar Loria

Jews in Georgian Black Sea Coast:
History, Ethnography, Culture

One of the important directions of modern ethnographic science is
the research of international relations, particularly ethno-cultural proce-
sses.

Georgia has c onstantly adopted different ethnic and religious diversi-
ties of population since ancient times, and the Jewish Diaspora has alwa-
ys been paid a special attention. Who can be considered as a Jew? This
question is one of the main tasks of the Jewish society in the modern
world. According to the researches in this sphere the Jews living in the di-
fferent countries are divided into three groups: the Jews by birth and re-
ligion; the Jews by religion, but not by descent; the Jews by descent, but
not by religion. It is very interesting to reveal and analyze the peculiari-
ties of cultural and historical features formed in the process of economi-
cal, cultural and psychological adaptation of the Jews living in Georgian
Black Sea Coast, particularly in Adjara.

Georgian-Jewish relation have quite a long history. The Jews have
brought the peculiar traditional culture, religion, and in the process of na-
tional integration with the Georgian ethnos they have preserved their nati-
onal originality. The phenomenon of a “Georgian Jew” expresses an inte-
resting model of joint life of these two nations. This fact has a particular
significance against the background of ethno-conflicts existing in Geor-
gia.

Besides the above mentioned facts, the urgency of the question is sti-
pulated by the common interest of Georgian and Jewish scientific society
to research Georgian-Jewish relations. That will support to diversify the
historical collage of the co-existence of these two nations and to streng-
then Georgian-Jewish relations.

In the region of our interest of the Black Sea Coast there are more
Ashkenazi Jews in number than Georgian Jews. We have thoroughly stu-
died the historical-ethnographic and cultural peculiarities of the Jews li-
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ving in Adjara. Particularly, we were the first to collect and represent the
ethnographic peculiarities and almost unknown historic episodes of the
Jews living in Adjara. Also the reasons, time and conditions of their sett-
lement have been stated; the surnames and the Jewish groups living in
Adjara have been cleared up; the family life, marriage ceremonies and ha-
bits, cult of deceased and generally, mourning and funeral rituals have
been studied; the spheres of their activities, migration processes, etc. have
also been considered.

In order to find comparable ethnographic materials we have directed
our researches in the neighbor regions of Adjara to make proper conclu-
sions on the basis of comparable data.

The work uses the materials of field-ethnographic research that is
based on historic-comparative, complex-intensive and visual anthropolo-
gy methods known and adopted in ethnology.

The main basis of research is the materials of demographic and statis-
tic census of population. There are also used the archive sources from
central Zionistic Archives, Georgian State Central Historical Archives,
The State Archives of the Autonomous Republic of Adjara, the Archives
of registry offices of Adjara and Batumi, materials of N. Berdzenishvili
Scientifis-Research Institute and manuscript fund of the ethnology depart-
ment, also the works of Z. Chichinadze, R. Tavdishvili, I. David, E. Ma-
mistvalishvili, T. Ivelashvili, T. tsagareishvili, R. Shamelashvili, I. Gagu-
lashvili, Z. Jinjikhashvili, L. Magali, K. Abuladze, Ts. Meskhishvili, Sh.
Tsitsuashvili and others.

The compact settlement of the Jews in Adjara began after 1878. The
main conditions of the settlement were: the geographical location of Ba-
tumi, trade-economic prosperities and corresponding historical processes.
According to the statistic census of the Jewish surnames in Adjara it is
obvious that Ashkenazi Jews greatly exceeded in number the Georgian
Jews. This situation was one of the peculiarities of the Jewish Diaspora in
Adjara. the similar balance of the Georgian and Ashkenazi Jews is rare.
The spoken language within the Ashkenazi Jews was Russian, while the
Georgian Jews spoke the Georgian language.  While settling in Adjara
the Jews brought the traditional style of life that is typical for them. The
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diversity of local peculiarities can be noticed in Georgian and Ashkenazi
Jews.

In Adjara two independent Diasporas — of Georgian and Ashkenazi
Jews have been established. The Georgian and Ashkenazi Jews went to
pray separately to separate synagogues in spite of their common faith —
Judaism. This separation can be explained by the difference of the traditi-
onal living culture between them. The Georgian Jews were closer to the
ethnic Georgians than to Ashkenazi Jews. This fact has been reflected
into the marriage relations too.

Judaism has played a particularly important part in the formation of
cultural appearance of Jewish community, though in the conditions of
quite long co-existence with the Georgian ethnos the Jewish Diaspora has
adopted a number of non-traditional elements that are typical for Geor-
gian culture. That particularly concerns to Georgian Jews, while the influ-
ence of European culture is stronger within Ashkenazi Jews.

Family has always been the main form of social organization within
the Jews. It consisted of two or three generations. The relation between
the family members has been formed according to the sex-age signs. Cor-
respondingly with the Jewish tradition an elderly man managed the fami-
ly governing. A man was mainly occupied by making the material welfa-
re for his family, and a woman led the domestic affairs. Her one of the
main functions was the upbringing of the future generation. The Jews
paid particular attention to the strengthening the national self-conscious-
ness in their children that was stipulated by the necessity of the survival
of the Hebrew nation.

A Jewish family chose a bride and a bridegroom according to their
nationality and faith. Although there are a number of be-ethnic marriages
in the region, particularly in Ashkenazi Jews. The institute of pander pla-
yed the main role in pure Jewish marriages. the marriage procedure meant
pandering, engagement and the wedding ceremonies.

The Jewish ritual of mourning and funeral, also the cycle of the dece-
ased cult was multi-staged. The influence of Judaism was great. The fixa-
tion of mother’s name in the grave monument architecture indicates to the
particular function of a woman in a Jewish family.
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To keep the national peculiarities within the Jewish Diaspora did not
depend on its size. The phenomenon of national consciousness within the
Jews living in Adjara was so great that it was preserved even bi-ethnical
families. The laws of Thora and Moses represented the life-style and defi-
ned the national character.

The Jews in Adjara participated almost in every sphere of social life:
they were engaged in commerce, served in military forces, worked in the
educational, public health care, cultural fields, etc. and supported the eco-
nomical, success of the region to turn it into the cultural-educational
center.

On the one hand, the main purpose of the Jews was the opportunity to
return to their historical homeland and the nostalgia. That is proved by the
letter of the 18 believer Jews to the Human Rights Commission at the
United Nation Organization of August 6, 1969. The letter says: “Our pra-
yers are connected with Israel, as we were willed: if | forget you, Jerusa-
lem, my right hand will fade away. We, believer Jews, consider that there
is no Jew without faith, and there is no faith without tradition. The predic-
tion has been fulfilled: Israel rose up from the ashes, we have not forgo-
tten Jerusalem and it needs our hands”. On the other hand, the prosperi-
ties of economical improvement was essential.

The Association of Georgian-Jewish relations, the community of the
Jews in Batumi, Jewish schools, Sokhnut, Joint altogether supported the
preservation and development of Jewish traditional culture, strengthening
of the national self-consciousness and their repatriation to Saint Israel.

134



MaHyuap Jlopus

EBpen B INpryepHoMopbe IMpy3nu:
WcTopus, aTHorpagms, KyibTypa

VccnepoBaHne MeX3THUYECKUX B3aUMOOTHOLLEHWIA, B TOM YuCe 1
3THOKY/IbTYPHbIX MPOLLECCOB, ABNSETCS OLHWUM W3 F1aBHbIX HaMpaBieHUi
COBPEMEHHO 3THONOMUK.

py3uns n3gaBHa XapakTepr3oBanach Kak 3THUYECKUM, TaK U KOHde-
CCMOHabHbIM pa3Ho0Opa3veM, B KOTOPOM eBpelickas aunacnopa 3aHUMA-
Nna HemasnoBaxHoe MecTo. Koro MoXHO cumtatb eBpeem? 3TOT BOMPOC
FBNAETCA BaXHEMWMM [ANs MWPOBOro eBpelickoro coobulectsa. 1o
UCCneaoBaHNsaM, NPOBEAEHHLIM B 3TOM HanpaBneHWM, EBPEN, XXMBYLLME B
pasHbIX CTpaHax, pasfenstoTcs Ha TPW TPYNMbl: eBpeil M0 POXKAEHUIO U
penuruu; espeii No pennurum, HO He N0 POXIEHWIO; EBPEI NO POXAEHNUIO,
HO He Mo pPenurum.

Mo3TOMY Ba)XXKHO OMpeAennTb U NPOoaHaIM3MPOBaTh Te 0COB6EHHOCTU
KyNbTYPHO-UCTOPUYECKOr0 XapaKTepa eBpees, NPOXKUBAIOLLMX B Npuyep-
HOMOPCKOIA 30He ['py3um, KOTopble CHOPMMPOBANMCH B MPOLIECCEe UX XO-
3ACTBEHHO-3KOHOMMWYECKOW, KyNMbTYPHON M MCUMXONOTMYECKO adanTa-
L.

I'py3nHO-eBpeiickne B3aMMOOTHOLUEHWS UMEKT ANNTENbHYH UCTO-
puto. EBpen npuHecnn xapakTepHyw A1 cebsl TpaguumOHHO-0bITOBYIO
KyNnbTYpY, PENUrvi0 W, HECMOTPA Ha OMNpedeseHHY0 WHTerpauuio c
FPY3VMHCKUM 3THOCOM, COXPaHWN MX.

Hy)>XHO OTMETWUTb, UTO «TPY3NHCKUIA eBpeli» ABNSETCA MHTEPECHLIM
NpPYMepPOM COBMECTHOIO MPOXMBAHWA NII0Lel PasNMUHON HaLMOHANBHOM
N KOH(ECCMOHANbHOM , YTO Ha (hoHe 3THOKOH(AMKTOB B [py3un npea-
CTaBnseT 0CO6bI MHTEpeC.

Kpome BbilLieyKa3aHHOr0, akTyalbHOCTb TeMbl OMpesenseT u To 06-
CTOSATE/bCTBO, YTO MCCMEOBaHUE TPY3NHO-EBPECKNX B3aMMOOTHOLLE-
HWI OVUHAKOBO WHTEPECHO KaK NS IPY3UHCKUX, TaK U 418 eBPENCKUX
HayuHbIX KpyroB. OHO CTaHeT onpefeneHHbIM BKIALOM B U3y4yeHue
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MCTOPWUU COBMECTHOIO MPOXWBaHWSA TPY3UH U eBpees, OyaeT crnocobCeT-
BOBAaTb Aa/TbHENLLIEMY YKPEMIEHMIO UX B3aVIMOOTHOLLIEHWIA.

B nHTepecytoLLem Hac pervmoHe, B NpuyepHomopbke I'pysun, I'py3uH-
CKUX €BPEEB XXMBET MeHbLUE, YeM eBpeeB allkeHaswn. Mpobnembl UCTO-
PUKO-3THOMIOFMYECKMX U KYNbTYPOMOrMYECKMX OCOBEHHOCTeli eBpeeB
ObININ N3yYeHbl Ha NpuMmepe eBpeeB Ampkapun. Ho oTMeTUM, 4To Ans cpa-
BHEHMS VMEIOLLIEroca marepuana 1cCnefoBaHns NPOBOAMIUCE TAKXKE B
paioHax, coceHUX ¢ Ampkapueil.

B paboTe BnepBble coO6paHbl U MOMHOCTLIO MPEACTaBEHbI MAIOU3-
BECTHble [0 HaCTOALLEro BPEMEHW WUCTOPUKO-3THOrpaduyeckmne ocobe-
HHOCTW eBpeeB, NMPOXMBAOWUX B ALKapuW. YCTaHOB/EHbI: MPUUYNHDI,
BPeMS#, YCNOBUA MOCeNeHns n tamMuinumn espeeB. OnpefeneHbl, Kakue
BHYTPU-EBPEICKME CYOITHMYECKME TPyMNbl MPOXUBAIN B peruoHe. A3y-
YeHbl NX CEMENMHbI BbIT, CBage6HbI 00blvaid, KynbT MPeAKoB, NOXOPOo-
HHbIA puTyan. ccnefoBaHbl Takke UX AeATeNbHOCTb Y MUTPaLUOHHbIE
npoLecchl.

MpoBeneHHoOe B mamwou paboTe MONEBOe 3THOrpauyecKoe uccre-
[lOBaHMe OCHOBLIBAETCA Ha W3BECTHbLIX B 3THO/OTMU UCTOPUKO-CPaBHU-
Te/IbHOM, KOMIM/IEKCHO-UHTEHCMBHOM Y BU3YaSlbHO aHTPOMO/IOMMYEeCKOM
MeToax.

PaboTa OCHOBbIBAETCA Ha JeMOrpavyeckmx U CTaTUCTUYECKUX MA-
Tepuanax nepenucy HaceneHwms. Vicnonb3oBaHbl M martepuasnbl: LleH-
TPaIbHOTO CUOHUCTCKOr0 apxmBa, LieHTpanbHOro rocyfapcTBeHHoro mc-
Topuyeckoro apxmea ['py3uu, LieHTpanbHOro rocyaapcTBeHHOro apxmea
AKapCKoi aBTOHOMHOI pecny6inky, apxuea AmpKapckoro n batymcko-
ro 6topo 3AICA, ALKapcKoro rocyaapCTBEHHOro My3es, a Takke pyKo-
NMUCHbIE MaTepuasbl 0TAeNa ITHONOTUW U aHTPOMOOTUKN NCCNeA0BaTEb-
CKOro MHCTUTYTa UM. H. BepazeHnLBman. B Heil yuTeHbl pe3ynbTaTbl Ha-
YUHbIX paboT 3. YnunHagse, P. Tasguwsunu, W. Oaenga, E. Mamuncctsa-
nvwewnn, T. Neenawsunu, T. Llarapenwsunu, P. Lamenawswunu, . IMa-
rynawsunu, 3. kuHmpkunxawsunu, J1. Maranva, K. Abynagse, L. Mec-
xuvwsunu, LW. Linuyalisnnm n ap.

KomnakTHoe rnoceneHve eBpeeB B AMKapuuM HauMHaeTcA nocne
1878 roga. Ero oCHOBHbIMW YCNOBMSIMI Bblnn: reorpaduyeckoe pacrno-
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NoXKeHne baTymu, TOProBo-3KOHOMUYECKME MEPCMEKTMBbLI U COMYTCTBY-
tOLLMe NCTOPUYECKME MpoLiecehl. Mo NOATBEPXKAEHHBIM B AKapum cTa-
TUCTUYECKMM AaHHBIM BWAHO, YTO €BPEU alKeHasn SBHO NMPEBOCXOAWN
UMCNEHHO TPY3NHCKMX eBpeeB. OTMeUeHHas cneuuduKa SBASETCS 04HOM
13 0COBEHHOCTEN eBpeiicKoi anacnopbl B Amkapun. B Mpy3un Takoii 6a-
NaHc No4Tn He BCTpeyaeTcs. Cpean rPy3VHCKMX eBPeeB OCHOBHBLIM pas-
FOBOPHbIM SI3bIKOM SIBAS/CA TPY3UHCKMWIA, , @ CPean eBpeeB allKeHasu-
PYCCKMNiA A3bIK.

B Ampkapuy chopMmMpoBasMCb B OCHOBHOM /iBE He3aBMCUMble 06LLM-
Hbl, FPY3UHCKNX EBPEEB W eBPEEB allKeHasn. OHW U MOMINCH MOPO3Hb,
B CBOWX CMHarorax, HeCMOTPS Ha TO, YTO Uyaan3M 6bin 06LLEN pennruei
AN 06enx o6LWMH. Takoe pa3geneHne MOXET ObITb 0ObACHEHO pasHULEi
MEeXAY HVWMW B TPaAMLMOHHO-ObITOBOM KynbType. Ipy3uHCKUE eBpeu
bonblle TArOTENM K FPy3vMHaM, YeM K HEKOrga uMx COpoAuyaM eBpesm
alKeHasy. 3TO 0TPasMnoCh M Ha GpayHbIX B3aMMOOTHOLLEHUSX MeXAY
HUMMN.

B hopmrpoBaHnM KynbTypHOro 06/1MKa eBPENCKOA 0OLLMHbI 0COOYHO
pONb Chirpan NyaansM, X0Ta B YCNOBUSAX AIUTENBHOMO COBMECTHOIO Npo-
YKMBaHMA C rPy3nHCKUM 3THOCOM, EBpeiicKas Auacnopa 0CBoOMNa He OAWH
HETPAAMLMOHHBIA 3MEMEHT, XapaKTEPHbIA AN TPY3UHCKOW KyNnbTypbl.
Yka3aHHOe B MepByl0 OYepedb KacaeTCsi IPY3VHCKMX eBpeeB, TaK Kak
CPEeAM eBPEEB aLLIKeHA3N 3aMETHEE BNVSIHUE eBPONECKON KybTypbl.

OCHOBHOIi (hOpMOIA CoLMaIbHOM OpraHu3aLmy eBpeeB SBNSETCA ce-
MbSi, KOTOPas CoCTosANa U3 ABYX UK Tpex NokoneHuii. Cpeaun YneHoB ce-
MbW OTHOLLEHWS (DOPMMPOBAIMCL MO MOI0BO3PACTHOMY Mpu3Haky. Mo
eBPEeCKOol Tpaauumn CeMbell YyNpaBnsan MyXUnHa, CTapLimii no Bo3Pac-
Ty. My)XUMHbI B OCHOBHOM 3aHMMa/MCb MaTepuaibHbIM 0becredeHnem
CEMbMU, @ XKEHLLMHbI - AOMAWHUMU fenamn. OAHOW 13 NX OCHOBHbIX (PYH-
Kuuii 66110 BOoCnuTaHWe ByayLero nokoneHus. Mpm 3ToMm 0OCHOBHOE BHU-
MaHue yaensnock yKpenaeHmo B AeTAX HaLOHaIbHOrO CaMOCO3HaHUS.

EBpeiickas CemMbs )XeHMXa UM HEBECTY B OCHOBHOM nogbupana no
HaLMOHaIbHOMY MPU3HaKY ¥ BEPOVCMOBEAAHWIO, XOTS B PervoHe 3aduk-
CMPOBaHbI 1 (haKTbl BUITHNYECKNX BPaKOB, 0COGEHHO CpPeamn eBpeeB alll-
KeHasn. B co3gaHuy eBpeiicKol CeMbU BaXKHYHO PO/b UIPaeT MHCTUTYT
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ceata. CyllecTBOBaM OroBop, CBATOBCTBO U CBaAbOA.

EBpeiicKnii NOXOPOHHbLIA pUTyan, a TakKe LMK 00blyaeB, CBs3a-
HHbIX C Ky/IbTOM MOKONHWUKA, OTIMYAETCA MHOMOCTYMEHYaTOCTb0. B Hem
3aMeTHO fIBHOE BAMsIHWE Mydan3Ma, OUKCUPOBaHHbIE MMEHW MaTepy Mo-
KOMHMKa UM NOKOMHMULbI B HAATPO6Obe SBHO YKasblBaeT Ha MECTO MaTepu
B €BPEICKOM CEMEHOM ObITY.

CoxpaHeH1e HaLMOHaNbHOrO CaMOCO3HaHMS BHYTPU eBpeicKoi an-
acnopbl He 3aBKCENO OT KOMMYECTBa ero uneHoB. Cpeaun eBpeeB, Xu-
BYLMX B AmpKapun, heHOMEH HaLMOHAaNbHOI0 CamMOCO3HaHWSA HACTO/MbKO
CW/EH, YTO OH COXPaHWICS N B GUITHNYECKMX CEMbSX. TOPA U 3aKOHbI
Mowuces ABAAAUCL 3aKOHOM >KU3HW W ONPefensii HauWOHa/IbHbIA Xa-
pakTep.

EBpen B AmKapun Obln 3aHATbI BO BCeX ciepax 06LLeCTBEHHON
YKWU3HW: TOProBasn, CAYXWM B apMum, Bbin paboTHUKaMKU KynbTypbl,
06pa30BaHns, 34paBOOXPaHeHNs..., YTO BO MHOTOM MOMOF/I0 3KOHOMWY-
ECKOMY Pa3BUTUIO PErvoHa, ero NPeBpaLLeHUIo B LIEHTP KynbTypbl U 06-
pasoBaHusl.

OcCHOBHOI NpUUMHOA AN €BPEEB U3 MHTEPECYIOLLEr0 HAC pervoHa
SBSETCA BO3MOXHOCTb BO3BPALLEHMS HA UCTOPUUECKYIO POAMHY U HOC-
Ta/lbrng, 4YTO MOATBEPXKAAETCA MWUCbMOM, MOC/aHHbIM 6 aBrycta 1969
roga 18 sepyrowymy eBpesMU B KOMUTET MO MpaBaM YenoBeka npu
OOH: «...Halwu MONMTBbI CBA3aHbI C 3pannem, Tak Kak Ham 3aBeLLain:
ecnu s 3abyny Tebs Vepycanum, TO NMycTb OTCOXHET MOS MpaBas pPyKa.
TaK Kak Mbl, BEpYHOLLME eBpen, CUMTAEM, UTO He CYLLECTBYeT eBpes 6e3
BEpbI, TAKKe KaK Bepa He CyLLeCTBYeT 6e3 TpaguL K. .. 1 OCYLLECTBUNOChH
npeackasaHve: 13 nenna socctan M3pawnb, U He 3abblin Mbl Vepycanim
M HaLN PyKW HY)XXHbI eMy». BMecTe ¢ TemM AN HKX Gbiia BaXHa 1 nepc-
MeKTMBa yNyudLleHnst CO6CTBEHHOr0 3KOHOMUYECKOTO MOMOXKEHNS.

Accoupaums rpy3MHo-eBpenckMxX B3anMOOTHOLLEHWIA, 06LWmHa Ba-
TYMCKUX eBpeeB, eBpeickue LWKosbl, COXHYT, [JXOWHT COBMECTHO NOMO-
rany COXpaHeHUo U PasBUTUIO TPAAULMOHHOM Ky/bTyphl €BpeeB, YKpen-
NEHUIO UX HaLMOHANBHOro CamoCco3HaHusa 1 penatpuauumn B Epey-A3pa-
Unb.
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