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Fundamentals of Geopolitics

In modern political dictionary the term “Geopolitics” is enough
accepted, especially when the subject is the internal and external political
problems of the country, international relations and modern world order.
The term Geopolitics originated from German, but it consists of two
Greek words: “Geo” (Land, Space) and “Politic” (State, National). First that
word was used by Swede political scientist, germanist R. Chelen in 1916.
He and other researchers of the following period usually used that term
when they spoke about the science considering the factor of space
influence on state policy.

In the USSR geopolitics was considered as the bourgeois pseudo-
science to justify the territorial expansionism of Imperialistic States.
Certainly, it does not mean that the USSR Government was indifferent to
the geopolitical conceptions. In spite of his positive and negative features,
Stalin was rational geopolitical strategist. It is enough to remember his
role in division of the World after the WW II. The USSR Government
under L. Brezhnev understood geopolitical ideas too. The war in
Afghanistan was nothing but the way of breaking through so called
“Anaconda Arch” and reaching the Indian Ocean. Really, those details
were unknown for the multitude and everything was explained as the way
of serving to social ideals.

The western political elites behave with the same “fairness”. For
example, the necessity of Iraq War was defined by G. Bush and Clinton
governments as the way of rescue of Iraq from Hussein’s Regime. Really,
the USA’s genuine aim is to get firm positions in the region rich with

energy supplies.
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May be you think: why do we need to learn “Geopolitics”? May be
it must be learnt by the government? On the one hand, there are some
important documents (known as Geopolitical codes) that should be learnt
by every official in every country.

As other fields, geopolitics has its own subject and object of
research. The object of inquiry of geopolitics is the space. Today it has
become more significant than it was at the beginning. Under the
condition of globalization, on level with space, economic, trade, transport,
military, information, demographic and other factors take on special
significance.

The object of geopolitics is the rules, there forms or methods,
moreover the art of control expansion on the space from different
subjects. Before these subjects were countries or alliances, now they can
be transnational corporations too. That’s why the shortest definition of
geopolitics can be formulated in such a way:

Geopolitics is a study or a system of knowledge about space
controlling.

As a rule geopolitics is not common for several countries, despite of
their allied relationships. First of all, it derives from the idea associated
with the country’s national interests and security.

In conclusion it is relevant to underline that the space will always
play a significant role in politics. American expert Nicholas Spykmann’s
opinion that “Geography is a fundamental factor of foreign policy” is still
appropriate. Ministers come and go away, dictators die, and social and
economic structures change, but mountain systems and maritime space

remain inviolable.

132



If country does not think about its territorial security and prefers
ideological, emotional priority in external affairs, sooner or later it loses
and becomes depended on a more pragmatic country.

In spite of the fact, that the political weather contributes to
assimilation of new technologies and communications, geographic factor
as the part of cultural-historical phenomenon is vitally important for
country’s rescue.

According to given positions, the modern comprehension of
geopolitics can be formed in such a way:
modern geopolitics is the study which investigates geographic, economic,
military, historical, political and other interdependent factors, able to

influence strategic potential of the country.
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